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judicious management to bring to fruition those objects on the
attainment of which you have so rightly set out.

I will now turn to subjects more closely connected with the
associations which you represent. I will say, in the first place,
that I deeply value an address from your associations, because
they are composed of the great zemindars and the landlord
community of this Province. I appreciate the great value of
their loyalty to the Crown, and of their support to the administra-
tion at all times, and more particularly in the Great War, and I
assign a high place to their influence, both in the past and the
future, an important and stabilizing element in the history of this
Province, under the reformed constitution. The future of
your Province in many matters lies, to a large extent, in the
hands of the enlightened classes in the Province. Your class has
a great position and great responsibilities. I have confidence
that you will devote yourselves with increasing energy to
shouldering the burden of your obligations, the promotion of
the well-being of the people of Bihar and Orissa in a manner
worthy of your status and position, and I pray that in this task
you may rightly be guided and you may also be enabled to
educate and prepare your sons to take your place in the fullness
of time in the execution of the noble mission which you have
inherited. You have alluded to the tenancy legislation which
will shortly engage the attention of your Legislature. Some
of you who are present here to-day joined in an address to me
in March last, and will recollect what I said on this subject on
that occasion. I would remind you on the one hand that it is
on the welfare, prosperity and contentment of his peasantry
that the political wealth and influence of a great landlord
depends; on the other hand, the tenant class must not forget
that their interests are largely wrapped up in those of their
landlords, and that any serious disintegration in the position of
the landlords, or disturbance in the relations between them and
the landlords may have disastrous and far-reaching effects, not
only on the landlords, but on the tenants themselves, which the
latter may scarcely be able to visualize, but which are familiar
enough to students of these evolutions. Economic and other
changes almost inevitably lead to'a desire for re-adjustment,
and this is the reason of the legislation now in contemplation.
I jealize that these readjustments often cause friction and
misunderstanding, but I am confident that these can be readily
overcome if both parties approach the subject in a spirit of
trust, with a desire for mutual understanding, and for the